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Eastham 
(neighlwrhocKf op viiiase) 

IS 2515 State Highway 

Eastham Windmill 

(hips Jiil ei*bUc Private 

f Structure (check one) 



powder house 
carousel 
boat or ship 
street 
tower 
wall 

windmill 
tunnel 



laly Ifite ifth'aa^ jLiil:© Igth century. 



See Bibliography* 



Architect, Engineer or Designer 

Thomas Paine 



Dianne L. Siergiej 
Organization: Conmionweal Collaborative 
Date: Juae 1995 

SS»2 0P95 



Setting The windmill is located in a 
triangular park opposite Town Hall in a 
densely-settled, mixed-use, section of 
Route 6, the major. Cape Cod, inter- 
community thoroughfare, the former county 
/^ r*\ road and a continuation of the original 
H t U 1 1 V t U Old King' s Highway. 
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STRUCTURE FORM Eastham Windmill 

State Highway 

DESIGN ASSES£»IEHT _X_ See contimati«n ito»t. , , : 

Itmo'tbe itfi^vm^^ fwtiK-es and evaliMM fn t«Mi ef '9lNr ft^w^rw mimn tiw (SMintty. 

According to Lowe's 1968 history, the Eastham windmill was considered the 
oldest workable grist mill on Cape Cod. It is the last of two windmills that 
existed in Eastham and one of an extant handful of the many that once operated 
on Cape Cod. Typical of Cape Cod, Eastham' s mill is an octagonal, "hat and 
MM^ek" or Flemifh >de8ign mill in which the ceyolving top or hat can be rotated 
to direct the sw^leps or sails into the wind. 

The mill has been altered and restored several times. In modern times it was 
operational, if only for demonstrational purposes, from the 1930 's at least 
through 1984. The cap and the octagonal tower (20' in diameter at the base; 
13' 4" in diameter at the curb) are shingled. To illuminate the interior, 
4, small, 6/6 light windows with shaped lintels are located on alternating 
sides of the mill on alternating floors . A board and batten entry with 
similar shaped lintel on the south elevation allows access. The mill retains 
its 4, slatted sails which span 55 to 60 feet, but the tail pole which moved 
the cap to direct them toward the wind has been removed. An unusual feature 
is the gable in the cap which houses the cast-iron neck bearing. 

When functioning, the vertical shaft turns a 1.5 ton millstone capable of 
grinding 400 pounds of corn in an hour. The granite stones are 4 '10" in 
diameter and 6" thick. The main shafts and principle timbers have been 
described as hewn white oak and side boards as native pine. A newspaper 
article in The Cape Codder May 3, 1951 quotes then miller, Harold R. Cole, as 
suggesting the extra notches in the timbers indicated the mill had been 
originally constructed of used lumber, but such also seems a possibility any 
tine the structure was in need of repair. ^ , 

HIST(»tICAL NARRATIVE _X_ See continuation sheet. - ' 

Explain the history of the structure, and hoM it relates to the development of the comnunfty. ^ 

The history of this mill remains unresolved. A title search is necesf^ry to 
provide additional information. Existing secondary sources appear to have 
variously repeated local tradition or provide conflicting inf ormationy , 
Discussions as to the mill's age as it relates to the design of the structucw 
have been the subject of debate. 

Water power was not as prevalent on the Cape as it was elsewhere in 
New England. Where streams to power mill^s were available, the easier to 
construct water mills were utilized. Wind power provided an alternative, but 
the art of the millwright was considered second only to that of the shipwright 
and few were available. As a result, it was easier to find an old mill and 
move it than to find someone who could build a new one in less than a year. 



BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES X See continuation sheet. 

X Recommended for listing in the National Register o£.,^i^^sari< 
If checked, see attached National Register Criteria Statement form. 
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JMBMi S. OMMUft wlio tmatmA as m daanastraticm itillec and resoarched the 
pF<^rty confirmed in ^^llshed int«nri«va that man^ Ganges and modifications 
had been made to the machinery, but believed the pinion and vertical shaft 
pre-date 1790. He also indicated tha.t at some time about 5 feet had been 
romoved from the bottcxn of the building and new sills had been added. 

At least one other windnill is known to have existed in lastham. Located in 
North Sastham, it was demolished c. 1865. A eighteenth-century, tide water 
mill (not extant), perhaps also built by Th«iias Paine, was located in southern 
Eastheun, south of the inlet to Stage or Nauset Harbor. 



HISTORICAL NARRATIVE (continued) 

In L6we's 1968 history, the Eastham windmill is reputed to have been built in 
1793 in Plymouth, dismantled and rafted across the bay to Truro to 
be disassembled and moved again by ox cart to Eastham c. 1797. Other senurees 
which relate a similar origin quote different dates for its relocati«»a. 

Contrary to Lowe, subsequent research on the Eastham windnill, reported 
without citation in an article in the Sunday Cape Cod Times , indicates the 
Eastham mill is of seventeenth century construction and attributes it to 
Thomas Paine, Sr., a millwright who came to Eastham from Haidstone, Kent, 
England, and who built several mills in the towns between Barnstable 
and Truro. According to the article in the Cape Co^ Tfi^iy ^ records show the 
Town of Eastham granted 26 acres of upland to Paine in 1684 because he had 
been building 2 grist mills for the use of the town. 

Kittredge in Cape Codt Its People and Their Historv emphasizes both the 
importance and scarce availability of mills and millwrights to early siHitlers 
and the common practice of relocating windmills. Kittredge estimates half the 
windmills on the Cape were relocated from their original sites. 
Kittredge also credits Thomas Paine of Eastham as being the most celebrated 
early millwright on Cape Cod and notes he erected two windmills in Eastham in 
1683 and 1684. Deyo's county history relates a relocation story for the 
Eastham windmill. He indicates it was built in 1776 in Provincetoim axKi moved 
to Eastham c. 1795. 

Reference to local maps further confound the information, the Ro^mts, Knowles 
and Kingman's 1795 Map of Eastham shows a windmill located #*st «*f the (^aty 
Road at Salt Pond and another south of Town Cove (extant, new pm^^ of 
Orleans). Wales 1831 Plan of Eastham locates a windmill on the west side of 
Nauset Road north of the schoolhouse, and confirms the windmill at this site. 

Ownership of the mill is also undocumented. Deyo (1890) lists the owners of 
the Eastham mill as Thomas Paine and Seth Knowles, but does not specify a 
time frame, James E. Owens, who served for demonstration purposes as 
assistant miller between 1974 and 1979 and miller from 1980 and 1984 reputedly 
researched the property. He stated in separate articles published in the Cape 
Coddmr on DecendQer 4, 1979 and August 17, 1980 that the windmill had been 
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HISTORICAL NARftATXVE (continued) 

located next to Salt Pond, but was moved to this site when "a man named 
Knowles sold the Salt Pond Hill tract in 1808." Jeremiah Digges in Cape Cod 

Pilot attributes the mill to Seth Knowles. 



Details in the information above, however, leave it subject to question. 
Seth Knowles purchased a farm in 1742 on Port Hill, not near Salt Pond where 
the mill was presumably previously located. Bis ^reat, great grandson 
(b. 1822), also Seth Knowles, was a farmer on the sane hOBHtstead. The latter 
could have owned the mill in the late nineteenth century. A deed on file at 
the Bastham Historical Society Archives, however, records the 6ale in 1882 of 
the windnill in the center frcxn Joshua Cole of Eastham to Charles H. Smith 
of Eastham. 

Deyo's reference to Thomas Paine likely alludes to the millwright. 
Thomas -K. Paine (b. 1833), however, was the last full-time miller. He took 
the job after retiring on June 30, 1884 as keeper of Billingsgate Light on 
Billingsgate Island (not extant). A HABS survey of the Eastham windmill 
completed in 1935 provides photographs and line drawings (see attached), but 
no historical documentation. 

Whatever its origins and previous history, by the late nineteen century, the 
mill was infrequently used. In 1895, the women of the Village Improvement 
Society began to raise money to save the mill. They purchased it and two 
adjoining lots of land in 1904 for $113.50 from James E. Steele. The mill 
became a visitor's attraction beginning at the turn of the century when post 
cards of the mill became available. The society maintained the structure and 
employed a part time miller until 1928 when the mill was offered for sale to 



Ma88achu8«tts Historical Commission Ccxanunity: Eastham 

Massachusetts Archives Building Property Address: 2515 State Highway 

220 Morrissey Boulevard Eastham Windmill 

Boston, Massachusetts 02125 

Area B Form No. 901 



National Register of Historic 

Check all that apply: 

X Individually eligible 

Contributing to a 

potential historic district 

Criteria: _X_ A _2L. B _X_ C D 

Criteria Considerations t A B 



Places Criteria Statement 

Eligible only in a historic district 
Potential historic district 

C D B P 6 



Statement of Significance by: Dianne L. Siergiej 
The criteria that are checked in the above sections must be justified here. 



The Eastham windmill on State Highway is significant on the local and perhaps 
the state level with regard to the above-referenced criteria and the 
designated consideration as one of the few and the oldest surviving windmills 
on Cape Cod which were one fairly common in a regional lacking in other forms 
of natural motive power that could be harnessed. It is also significant for 
its likely association with the most celebrated early millwright on Cape Cod, 
Thomas Paine of Eastham. Although the windmill may have been moved, 
relocation was historically characteristic of such structures during their 
useful life. 
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Although the exact date of construction for the Eastham Windmill, 251 5 State Highway, is unknown, this 
structure is most likely one of the oldest windmills still extant on Cape Cod. Designed in the "hat and smock" or 
Flemish style, the Eastham Windmill is a rare example of a once common architectural style of Cape Cod 
windmill. Because moving a windmill was often an easier task than building a new one, the construction data for 
the windmill, such as date and architect, are difficult to ascertain. Local historians contend that Thomas Paine, a 
noted early millwright and resident of Eastham, most likely built the Eastham Windmill in the late eighteenth 
century, in 1 895, the women of the Village Improvement Society raised money to purchase the windmill and 
two adjoining properties from private ownership for $1 1 3.50. Around the turn of the twentieth century, the 
windmill became a local tourist attraction and the subject of postcards and souvenirs. Since the 1 930s, the 
windmill has undei^one many alteratkxis, including the shingling of the cap and tower, the addition of six-over-six 
windows on aitjenuKliig ildes an altemailng floors, and the introduction of a pedestrian entry on the south 
elevation. The wtododD is dSt^bie for flsting under Criterion A, because of its association with Thomas Paine, the 
Village ImprovemeiH Socie^, and tiie nineteentii century gristmiiling industry in Eastham. Additionally, the 
windmill Is eligible attder Cs^erkxi C as a representative example of the "hat and smock" style of windmill 
construction. 



The Eastham Windmill is also eli^ble for National Regster listing as a contributing resource in a potential Eastham 
Center historic district. 



